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Symbol of resilience headed to DC

NC farmers see hope
in Christmas tree
White Hoise L‘.lit]{r.:d

By Makiya Seminera

A ivtes] Press

NEWLAND, MC. — The
Cartmer family had known
since lnst year that one of
it farm's Christmas trees
would be headed to the
White House this winter,

But then Hurricane
Helens struck, unleash-
ing a deadly deluge acmss
western North Carolina,
including Avery County,
where Carmer's Christ-
mas Tree Farm has opor-
ated for decades. Though
the farm lest thousands of
trees o a mudshide, many
more survived, including
a 20-foot conical ree that
dwarfs most of the others
on the spr;lw| ing farm.

Thar one will soon be cut
dowen, lifted by & crane and
putona truck bound for the
matkoan’s capital.

“We wanted to really be
an uplifting symbol for the
other farmers and other
people in western North
Carolinn that have expoeri-
enced so many losees” said
Sam Cartmeer Je., oneof three
brothers who owns the fanm.
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property, where the White
House tree is locaved, it's
hmrd D see 11||.= exteni 1,:|F
Helene's damage. Count-
less maws of dark green trees
gtanil in formotion, oomtrmst
ingagainst the lighter, mossy
green shade of the rolling
hills 1t"s msthy -.l:liﬂ. asicde

rom chirping birds and
:n.uil!“ng leaves

MAs Cartner wentunes back
to the front of the prop.
erty in his SUY, the damage
from Helene comes into
view. A section of ome of the
gmassy hills lools like o wos
clowed out to expose the
brown earth beneath it
the aftermath of a mudslide
thar took out 5,000 06,000
trees, Cartner said. Luckily,
those trees were smaller and
it market-size, meaning it
wasn't an irmmediate prob-
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e zaid.

Culverts and gullies on
the property were also
wiashed owt from the storm,
making access to certain
parts af the farm 1r-;=;|i._'|'u~r-
o, Tt ook o few weelis o
Bl i thee dirt roads rwisting
throagh the farm, Cartner
sabd, e Bt e ould have been
miuch worse.

“We're looking forward o
arelatively normal hares,”
Cartner said.

The higgest challenge
for Christrmns tree firmers
armss western Morth Cann-
lina has been fixing infra-
structure on their property,
inclucling romds, sad Jenm
ter Greene, Morth Carclina
Christmnas Tres Assneiation
executive directon

Despite tree losses on
some farms, Greene said
farmers scross the region
— who harvest 4 million 1o
& million Christmas trees
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g She doen't anticipate
Heleme's damage dreastically
affecting thisharvest season,
but it's still uncertain how
the devastation will affect
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*T hisy e resourceful, and
you know, so they're golng
tor fined a way, you know, to
make it happen,” Greene
said of the area’s Christmsas
tree farmors. <1 meam, thoy
have tn™

Cartner’s parents, Sam
and Margarct Cartner,
foumded the farm in 1959,
wlere they grew Fraser firs,
a ree species indigenous to
the .-'Lplwﬂ:u:'hirms They later
passel the farm on to Cart
ner.Jr. and his two brothers,

The farm started of small,
ralsing cows, cabbage and
beans alongside the Fraser
firs, Cartner said. Family
miembers initially planted
their trees an the steepest
ficld because they didnt
want to use up their best

land for the o, Cartner said

MNow, Cartner’s Christ-
s Tree Farm has grown
to about 500 planted acnes.
Mot of the farm's business
15 5¢|Ii11.;-:'1.'|.'|'|n|-|_~.'=.:|1_' o inde-
pendent ganden centers amd
stores around the country.

The family’s saffimg oper
ation is abso much larger, as
the farm employs tempo-
rary workers from Mexico
to continue the year-round
diities of |nr|:ir|l::|i.|1:i||.g tha
land, The tazk in recemt
dhiys has been loading trees
of various sizes Into trallers
ready to ship.

“We say we've touched a
tree over 100 times by the
i if gets tothe consumer,
and thats all manwal lnbor™
Cartnersaid.

All of thar work led to
Cartner's Christmas Tree
Farm being named the
20024 grand champion at
the Mational Christmas
Tree Assocuwteon’s contest,

Winning the competi-
tion wraditionally means
the champion will supply
the 'White House's afficial
Christmas tree that year,

The tree selected hg,'
White Flouse staff is about
25 yearsokl and weighs 400
tor 500 pounids — so heary
that a erane will be browghe
in to bring the tree to its
transpoTt truck ahead of its
travels to Washingtan, Tes
“swonderful verdant colos™
and shaort limbs were just a
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off that may lave drawn
Whire House staffers to the
tree, in addition to meeting
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bor display:

Cartner and his family
will present the tree to first
lady Jill Biden in front of the
White House. Then, Cart-
ner said the family plans to
retum in December to see
it docorated in the White
Hiouse's Blue Boom.

While the buss abhout the
White House Christmas
tree has been exciting, Cart-
ner said he will be “glad 1o
have all this behind us” It's
been atough vear becanse of
Helene, and harvest seacon
iz difficult enough as s, he
said

“Yoau've god to cut and
ship that number of trees in
oo b thiree weeks, vou put
a hurricane on top of that,
White Houwse tree and all the
activities, it gets almost over-
whelming™ he said.

And work has begun for
NEXT year:

The farm has some obstn-
ches to overcome, inchading
i'im’lilu:lplncﬁ to buy seed-
lings after Helene devas-
tated some greenhouses
There's also paperwork w
fill ot for workers to return
to the farm next season, as
well as several orders o
place for fertilizer and insec-
ticide




